
EARLY TREATMENT AND PROTECTIVE 
1NOCULATlON IN TUBERCULOSIS.. 

In  an article on the above subject, translated1 
from the original, and pulbblished in the Inter- 
national Jouvnd of Public Heulth, Professor 
I<. Shiga,, d ithe Kitasato Institutei for In- 
iectiousl DLseases,, Toki'o, states that the general 
r d e  that diseases should be Weatecl in t h d r  in- 
cipient stage is prticulariy applicable to tuber- 
cu,losis~. But as yet we  have for its treatment 
na other method than to, pramolte and1 to assist 
the natural b d i n g  prcncesses olf the tissues. 
Henm we must endeavour to1 make generally 
lrnotwn the impolrtapm of early treatment. 

'The danger ob infection in tuberculosis begins, 
he  &@as, only when the diseasie has arrived' at 
t h e  slo+cdedl open stage. It is, thlerefore, ex- 
tremely important tol combat the evil before thiffi 
dangerous period, and that not on@ from the 
p i n t  of view d siumessful therapy, but also1 
folr the dte d pirolphylaxisa. 

Prdessar  Shiga hopes now to take, one step 
further in advance, and to undertake treatment 
by immunizatioln before the appealranee of 
syymptomsi. In other wards, be woaldJ adrninis- 
ter tuberodasis vaccine during the stage of 
inoubaitim olf the diseasle. That i s  what ha 
understands by early treatment or  prote&ive 
inoculation im tubercubsis. 

This protective inomlatian is capable 04 sup- 
pressing thle olutblreak d imberculosis. At the 
same time anoher  remarkabk phenomenon is 
observed. When chldren who are  sicltly and 
predisposed to the disease arc inotulakedl, Pro- 
fessor Shiga has determined1 that &ei> bodies 
become more vigormsi, their appatite iniprwes, 
a n d  general d e v d q m a i t  i s  promoQedl. In this 
way, he says, mortality may ba reduced, the 
average duration of life prolonged, and the 
health of a nation b e  brought to a hlghler level. 
The segregation of consumptives in hospitals is 
of 'but little use in cornbatting the  evil. Many 
tuberculous patients have no fever, and their 
general condition i s  fairly good. They wailk 
freely in the streets, czrrying bacilli in their 
sputum. What  is the advantage, then, from a 
public health view point, oh admitting a few of 
the contagious cases into a hospital war.d,? 

T h e  main aim d Professar Shiga's research 
is thhe ~uppressim of tulbwculosis. He is mn-  
v i n d  that this aim can b e  obtained when proc 
tective inoculation during thhe period1 oh inmcruiba- 
tjm of tuberculosis becomes generally adopted, 
If tuberadasis patients are: cured in the early 

stage, when the f a d  areclolsled, sickness through 
tuberculosis can more easily and more surely be 
prevented thlan by any other means. 

NURSING ECHOES. 

Our readers will learn with interest that Miss 
Chrisrtine Campbell Thoonsoa, the talented 
y m n g  authoress Olf " Burgoyne of Goyne," 
which i s  reviewed as wr Book of the Week on 
pagc 224, is the daughter of Mrs. Campbell 
Thounson, the very popular Nurse Hon. Sexre- 
tary o& the  Royal British Nurses? Association. 
This WU give it an additilmal interest to: mem- 
b w s  of the Association, and they will n a  doubt 
take an early opportunity of placing it on their 
library lists. 

Cavendish Square-that one time stronghold I 

of eminent medical colnsultantsr-is being more 
and more d'evelqxd as a business and Club 
centre, and the Nursing World1 appears to be 
s a & g  its share. A Club has  been formed, 
wit31 the title ot the  Unlitedr Nursing- Services 
Club, Ltd!, as a Share Company, the  Memo- 
randum of Association being signcd by mem- 
bers of those Serviws. A Praspectus and a 
Form of Application for Shares a m  being cir- 
culated and applications invited, a~ deposit being 
paid on application and thlec balance on the dbt- 
ment of Shares. The Club will be located alt: 34, 
Cavmdishi Squate. The11 w e  have a V.A.D. 
Club at No. 2S, and the College of Nursing, 
together with other professional wwnm, is tor 
start one at No. 20. Just out of the  Square, 
the '' Pimeers " have s m r e d  No. 12, Caven- 
dish P l l a c e a ,  lovdy house and gardkn, which 
we shioluld' like to have seea Headquarters af 
the General Nulrsing Council, b a t  which was 
thought toro c~lsrtly by the Ministry. 

Patients are was'hled at 3.30 a.m. in a Stepney 
infirmaxy, accordling tor the statement of a nurse 
at an inqulest cm a wolman inmate of 74. 

A dbctoir said he  could not say whether it 
was tha practice to start washing a,t that  hour, 
though it was necessarily early. He undertook 
to convey to the  proper amtharity the coroner's 
opinion that an inquiry shoqld be malde to. deoidc 
whether it was nemsslary to washi paititents 
sa early. 

We decide that it is not necessary if thle ward 
wtolrlc is  prolpledy arganked, and the comfort 04' 
the patients, receives, rightful colnsideration. 

--- 

. 

There is little doubt that blefolre long Panel 
Nurses will be arvailabk for insured pers'ons, 
and in our opinion Nursing by well qualified 
Nurses wmSd be a very sonilnd additional bienefit. 
Visiting Nursing folr all classes has also come 
to stay. 
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